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Power plant in wrong location 

Re: Trans Canada 900 megawatt natural gas fired thermal power station in Oakville. 

During my career I have been responsible for the design/supervision of a number of thermal power stations and 
without exception they have been located in commercial/industrial non-residential areas. 

Quite rightly, much is being made of the emission of air pollutants, but the real problem for the residents in close 
proximity is noise pollution, which will be at intolerable levels. 

The safety concerns are a real factor because there is no odour. Natural gas is still very dangerous. The same also 
applies to nuclear power, which begs the following questions: 

• How long are the gas pipe lines before they have a pump house and where are they located? 

• What tests in the sub-strata have been made where the pipe lines come through? 

• Have any tests been carried out on the efficiency/safety of the cooling towers design? 

• What design provisions have been made to the structure to reduce air borne and impact noises to an acceptable 
level expected in a residential area? 

• The foundations to the turbines (known as turbo blocks) are a critical part of the structural design to the power 
station, there have been disastrous cases of failure. The design and detail drawings must be checked very 
thoroughly. 

• The turbine house needs to have safety/noise barrier walls. Have these been incorporated in the design? 

I understand the cost has been estimated at $1.6 billion, which is a cause for concern. I believe this is excessive 
and is an indication of poor design/tender documentation. A similar sized gas-fired power station was designed 
and built in 1999 (11 years ago) for approximately $614.5 million and is considered one of the most efficient in the 
world. 

I have been responsible for the project design/supervision of numerous nuclear power stations/research stations 
all of which were completed within three to five years at a cost in today’s money of $5.2 billion. They are now 
taking 10-15 years at an estimated cost of $23 billion for two stations. I was also involved in the design of a hydro-
electric power station in northern Québec. 

TransCanada is seeking to smoke screen the serious issues in the proposed power station and this must be 
rectified forthwith. The comments made by purported analysts are made by those with vested interests. 

Project Management Consultants (I am the founder) was first registered in 1968 and began trading in 1970. 

F. M. HATTON, PROJECT MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS, OAKVILLE  
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